
INSTITUT CURIE & SCIENCES SORBONNE UNIVERSITE 

16TH DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY COURSE: From Stem Cells to Morphogenesis  

October 20-29, 2025 – Building BDD (Amphitheater), Institut Curie, Paris 
 

Monday, Oct. 20th Tuesday, Oct. 21st Wednesday, Oct. 22nd Thursday, Oct. 23rd Friday, Oct. 24th 

9.00 WELCOME SESSION 

 Chair: C. CARRON-HOMO & J-L. 
MAITRE 

 
9.00 Welcome Desk  
9.25 Introduction of course  
9.35 Introduction of Participants 

 

INAUGURAL SEMINAR 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Chair: J-L. MAITRE 
  

10.30 Karina YANIV 

Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot-IL 

"Formation and Mal-Formations 
of the Vasculature: From 

Development to Disease (and 
back…)" 

 

 12.00 Welcome Buffet  
(Hall BDD)  

 
LINEAGE 

  

 Chair: A. BARDIN  

 
13.30 Claire CHAZAUD 

INRAE LYON, FR 

"TBA" 

  

14.30 Break  

 

15.00 Alex SCHIER 

Biozentrum, Basel-DE 

"Global views of development" 
 
 

GENE EXPRESSION 1 

 Chair: A. BARDIN 
  

9.30 Eileen FURLONG 

EMBL, Heidelberg-DE 

"The dark genome: how do 
non-coding cis-regulatory 
elements control precise 

patterns of gene expression ?" 

 
10.30 Coffee Break 

  
11.00 Vanessa RIBES  

Institut Jacques Monod, Paris-FR  
"TBA" 

  
12.00 Break  

 
 

GENE EXPRESSION 2 
  

Chair: M. UMBHAUER 

13.30 Mounia LAGHA 

CNRS & IGMM, Montpellier-FR 

"Lighting up the central dogma 
to dissect how sharp 

developmental patterns are 
established" 

 

14.30 Break 
  

15.00 Wolgang KEIL 
Institut Curie/CNRS, Paris, FR 

"Dynamics of temporal cell-
fate patterning in C. elegans 

hypodermis" 

 

GENE EXPRESSION 3 

Chair: J-L. MAITRE 
   

9.30 Juliane GLASER 

Max Plack Institute of Immunology & 
Epigenetics, Freiburg-DE  

"Transposable elements 
during mammalian 

development" 

  

10.30 Coffee Break 
  

11.00 Rapahel 
MARGUERON 

Institut Curie / INSERM & CNRS, Paris, 
FR  

"Maintenance of 
transcriptional repression by 
the Polycomb machinery, a 
tightly controlled process" 

 

12.30 Break  

 
STEM CELLS 

  

Chair: J-L. MAITRE 
 

13.30 Fiona DOESTCH 
University of Basel - CH 

"Regulation and Heterogeneity 
of Adult Neural Stem Cells" 

 
15.00 Break 

 

15.30 Pauline SPEDER 

Institut Pasteur / CNRS, Paris-FR 

"The tumour 
microenvironment in brain 
cancer – Friend and foe" 

REGENERATION 

Chair: A. BARDIN 
  

9.30 Eric ROTTINGER 

 IRCAN (UNICA, CNRS, INSERM), Nice - 
FR 

" Tissular, cellular and molecular 
basis of whole body regeneration 
in the sea anemone Nematostella 

vectensis" 

 

10.30 Coffee Break 
 

11.00 Phong NGUYEN 

 Institut Curie, Paris, FR 

"Examining Dynamic Behaviours 
during Zebrafish Heart 

Regeneration" 
 

12.00 Journal Club 1 
 

12.30 Break  
 

13.30 Sally LOWELL 

University of Edinburgh - UK 

"Keeping up with the neighbours: 
new approaches for studying 
local coordination of cell fate 

decisions" 

 

14.30 Break 
 

15.00 François LEULIER 

IGFL /CNRS-ENS, Paris, FR 

"Inter-Kingdom and Inter-Organ 
Communications during Adaptive 

Developmental Growth" 
 

16.00 Journal Club 2 

EVOLUTION 1 

Chair: Y. BELLAICHE 
  
  

9.30 Omaya DUDIN   

Dept. Biochemistry, University of 
Geneva, Lausanne, CH 

"Exploring multicellular 
developmental diversity across 

the tree" 

 

10.30 Journal Club 3 

 

11.00 Coffee Break 
 

11.30 Berta VERD 

University of Oxford - UK 

"The Evolution and Evolvability 
of Vertebral Counts" 

 
12.30 Break  

 
  

Chair: M. UMBHAUER 
 

13.30 Marie MONNIAUX 

University of Lille - FR 

"Evolution of floral 
morphology" 

 

15.00 Break  
 

15.30 Nicoletta PETRIDOU 

EMBL, Heidelberg-DE 

"Timing, Noise and Collectives: 
How cell cycles shape the early 

embryo" 

 

Sponsored by : 



INSTITUT CURIE & SCIENCES SORBONNE UNIVERSITE 

16TH DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY COURSE: From Stem Cells to Morphogenesis  

 October 20-29, 2025 – Building BDD (Amphitheater), Institut Curie, Paris 
 

 

Monday, Oct. 27th  Tuesday, Oct. 28th Wednesday, Oct. 29th 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
Chair: C. CARRON-HOMO 

 

9.30 Andrew OATES 
 Ecole Polytéchnique Féderale de 

Lausanne - CH 

"Timing in the zebrafish 
segmentation clock” 

 

11.00 Coffee Break 
 

MORPHOGENESIS 
 

11.00 Denis KRNDIJA 
Centre de Biologie Intégrative (CBI) / 

CNRS, Toulouse-FR, FR 

"Cracking the gut barrier: how cell 
mechanics shapes tissue 

integrity” 

 

12.00 Journal Club 4 
 

12.30 Break 
 

Chair: C. CARRON-HOMO 
 

13.30 Stépahne NOSELLI 
IBV, Université Côte-D’Azur / CNRS & 

INSERM, Nice-FR 

" Development and 
Morphogenesis of Chiral 

Structures in Body and Brain: 
Lessons from Drosophila” 

 

14.30 Break 
 

15.00 TBA 
TBA 

"TBA” 

MECHANICS 
Chair: Y. BELLAICHE 

 

9.30 Clotilde CADART 
INRAE Lyon - FR 

" Cell size and Ploidy: from single 
cells to the physiology of 

vertebrate embryos” 

 

10.30 Journal Club 5 
 

11.00 Coffee Break 
 

11.30 Kristian FRANZE 
MaxP Planck Institute Physics & Medecine / 

Fau Erlangen-Nürnberg / University of 
Cambridge 

"The chemo-mechanical regulation 
of brain development” 

 

12.30 Break  
 

Chair: M. UMBHAUER 

 

13.30 Laure BALLY-CUIF 
Institut Pasteur / CNRS, Paris-FR 

"Integrating single cell and 
population behavior to understand 

the maintenance of adult neural 
stem cells in the vertebrate brain” 

 

14.30 Break 
 

 

15.00 Romain LEVALIER 
Institut Pasteur / CNRS, Paris-FR 

"Toward a predictive understanding 
of epithelial cell death: from 

collective effects to single cell 
decision” 

NEUROGENESIS  
Chair: Y. BELLAICHE 

 

9.30 Jesse VEENVLIET 
MPI-CBG, Dresden - DE 

"TBA” 

 
10.30 Coffee Break 

 

11.00 Anna KICHEVA 
IST, Klosterneuburg - AT 

" Dynamics of morphogen 
source formation in the 
developing spinal cord” 

 
 

12.30 Break  
 
 

ORGANOID  
 

Chair: C. CARRON-HOMO 

 
13.30 François ROBIN 

IPBS, Paris, FR 

"TBA” 

 

14.30 Journal Club 6 
 

15.00 Break 
 

 15.30 Ludovic VALLIER 
Berlin Institute of Health, Berlin-DE 

"Modeling human liver 
development to understand 

adult disease” 

 

16.30 Journal Club 6 
 

 
 

Sponsored by : 


